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John Donaldson Voelker

• Born in Marquette, June, 1903

• Educated at Northern Michigan University 

and University of Michigan Law School

• Practiced law in Chicago and Marquette

• Elected Marquette County Prosecutor

• Michigan Supreme Court Justice

• Author of Anatomy of a Murder, ten 

other books, and numerous short stories

– See “On His Own Terms” published in 

Traver on Fishing, Lyons Press 2002

UP Cribbage Champ!







John D. Voelker Foundation, 34th Year
• 1989 Founded: MI Nonprofit; Achieved 501 c(3) Status

 Focused on New Members and Watershed Restoration Projects

• First, we received John’s permission and republished limited editions of 

Laughing Whitefish or Trout Madness; Fred Baker & I borrowed $10,000. 

John signed by the Acknowledgements & the Native American Law School 

Scholarships were initiated with George Hyde, 1990 

• We recovered rights for five of John’s 11 books from a “Publishing Pirate” 

• We commissioned John’s Michigan Supreme Court Portrait

• We collaborated with TU, Anglers of the Au Sable to Protect the “environs 

where trout are found”  for future generations

• We founded the Robert Traver Fly Fishing Award 1994. collaborating with 

FR&R and THANKS to David Van Wie, the AMFF 

  



John D. Voelker Foundation, 34th Year
• The Foundation has been blessed with the leadership, time, talent and treasury 

of our generous Members, talented Board of  Directors, Scholarship 

Committees and Traver Award Judges

• THANK YOU, Fred Baker, for 34 years as Secretary-Treasurer!!

 Board Members have included:

• John Voelker, Charles Kuralt, Hon Jim Washinawatok,  Nick Lyons, John 

Frey, John Cummiskey, Walter Abbott, Woody, Peter and Paul Strom, Kelly 

Keenan, Gigs Gagliardi, Page Graves, Fred Baker, Jim Graves, Julie Voelker 

Cohen, Grace Voelker Wood, Hon Matthew Fletcher, George Hyde, Hon 

Michael Petoskey, Hon Michael Anderegg, Karrie Biron, Glen Blackwood and 

David Van Wie!

 



Board Members

Rich Vander Veen, President

Fred Baker, Secretary/Treasurer

George Hyde, VP

James Graves

Grace Voelker Wood

Julie Voelker Cohen

Michael Petoskey

Karrie Biron

Matthew Fletcher

Mike Anderegg

Glen Blackwood

David Van Wie

John D. Voelker  (1903 – 1991)

Charles Kuralt                        (1934 – 1997)

Jim Washinawatok  (1924 – 1997)

John W. Cummiskey (1917 – 2002)

Walter Abbott  (1929 – 2005)  

John Frey (Emeritus)

Nick Lyons (Emeritus)



Robert Traver Circle

Contributors of $1,000 or more

Robert Hurand

Joe Kimble

Walter Abbott

John W. Allen

Anglers of the AuSable

Fred & Irene Baker

Rudolf B. Becker, III

Tom Brokaw

Alfred Cambridge, Jr.

The Charlevoix Community Fdn.

Dr. George J. Chatas

John Cummiskey

Julie Voelker & Marty Cohen

George Duffy, Jr.



Robert Traver Circle

Contributors of $1,000 or more

Jim Butler/Joe Healy & Fly, Rod & Reel

Kenneth D. and Ngat Foster

George J. Freeman

John Frey & The Frey Foundation

Gigs and Joanne Gagliardi

Tony & the Gagliardi Family

Globe Press

James & Shirley Graves

Bruce Haag

Dr. Anthony V. Hoots

George and Lisa Hyde

City of Ishpeming

Kelly Keenan

Hon. Damon J. Keith

Louis Kollar

Charles Kuralt

Don LeDuc

Nick Lyons & Mari Lyons 

Lyons Press



Robert Traver Circle

Contributors of $1,000 or more

City of Marquette

Dr. W.L. McCullough

Michigan Bar Foundation

Hon. Michael and Barbara Petoskey

Dick Pobst

Victor Pribanic

Nathaniel P. Reed

Dr. Tom Rice

Dr. Ed and Dr. Jan Romond

Rosette, LLP

Walt Schaefer

Dr. Thomas D. Sharples

June Smith

Derek Sommer, Spud Software

Peter & Paul Strom



Robert Traver Circle

Contributors of $1,000 or more

John W. Stegeman

Richard Sutcliffe

Mr. & Mrs. David G. Taylor

Trout Unlimited

Adam & Elizabeth Voelker Tsaloff

Rich & Susan Vander Veen 

Dick & Marion Vander Veen

Grace Taylor Voelker

Jim, Gwen and Ingrid Washinawatok

James Washinawatok, III

George Weeks

Dr. Frank R. Wheeler

Karrie Biron

Lester Wolff

Grace V. Wood & Ernest B. Wood

MI Supreme Court Historical Society



John D. Voelker Foundation, 34thYear
Voelker Scholarships; Now Endowed within the Marquette County Community 

Foundation > Calendar 2023-2024 Events

Chi’ miigwetch to our Scholarship Committee Chairs: 

• Hon Jim Washinawatok, Walter Abbott & Hon Michael Petoskey

• Members: James Washinawatok, George Hyde, Karrie Biron, 

 Hon JoAnne Cook, Hon Matthew Fletcher; recommending 2 New Scholars!

+2 6/24/23 = 35 Scholars (21 Women & 14 Men) 

12 MI & WI Tribes

11 Law Schools

32 Warrior Lawyers dedicated to Wellness, Sovereignty Principles



Voelker Scholars, 1990-2023+ from 12 Michigan & Wisconsin Tribes



Voelker Scholars, 1990-2023+ Graduated 11 Law Schools 



George Hyde (1st Scholar) with Grace Voelker Wood 

and Scholarship Committee Chair, Hon.Michael Petoskey



• John D. Voelker Foundation, 34th Year
• In 1994, Nick Lyons, Fly, Rod & Reel, and friends of John D. Voelker 

collaborated with John Frey and the Voelker Foundation to create the 

Robert Traver Fly Fishing Writing Award.  Nick and friends have been 

entrepreneurs, founders and visionaries whose creative powers deserve our 

praise.  Fly Rod & Reel, 1994-2016

• Many thanks to David Van Wie for initiating, collaborating and catalyzing 

the Voelker Foundation’s relationship with the American Museum of Fly 

Fishing www.amff.com in Manchester, Vermont! AMFF Journal, 2019 >

• Thank you, AMFF Trustees, Ex. Director, Sarah Foster, Editor, Kate 

Achor, and the Traver Award Writers, Judges and Supporters of Fly 

Fishing Literature & the future protection of trout waters, art & the sport

• 65 2023 Entries now being Judged; September 2023 Announcement

• A Third Traver Award Anthology?

http://www.amff.com/


















2023+ Initiatives

 Empowering, connecting, Linked In, Facebook 

➢ Council of Michigan Foundations: Capacity-Building Grant? November 2023

➢ New Voelker Foundation Members & Board Members

➢ Protecting the “environs where trout are found” for future generations

➢ Connecting  the Great Lakes Watersheds with Climate & Global Health

➢ 35+ Voelker Scholars = Warrior Lawyers

➢ Sovereignty, Wellness, Tribal Govts., Intertribal Councils

➢ Educating, Catalyzing, Creating for Good

➢ 2024 Event: Marquette Community & Voelker Foundation

➢ 25+ Traver Award Writers

 Traver-Signed Copies of “Trout  Madness”: Sponsorships & Anthologies

➢ Distinguished Original Stories & Essays: Joy of FF, Ecological wisdom, humor

➢ Convening Strategic Events

➢ Informal Reaching Out to Public, Private and Nonprofit Sectors
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